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The army under his orders became a more pliable
instrument, and one that was more regular and
more uniform in its organization and its aims.
Training camps scattered throughout the kingdom
increased the worth of soldiers and officers; the
artillery was reorganized by Gribeauval. Louis XV,
who took a keen interest in the problems of
national defence, supported his minister's views.
He watched with satisfaction method, discipline
and clarity replace confusion and often disorder;
he saw a rapid rise in the standard of technical
knowledge, and the disappearance of favoritism
before individual worth. Colonels could no longer
appoint subordinate officers; these were designated
by the king; thus scandalous abuses of privilege
and bad or outworn practices were suppressed.

In foreign affairs, as "well as in the conduct of
the war and the naval ministries, Choiseul accom-
plished a huge and comprehensive task, whose
benefits were to some extent to palliate the faults
of Louis XVFs ministers, and check momentarily
the diz2y fall into the abyss.

Reforms during Louis XV's reign, reforms em-
bracing every aspect of administration, economics
and politics, "were the shining lights of a reign that
gave France her present solidarity, and preserved
her from all sorts of dangers, like out-of-date routine

and traditions.

*

Bachaumont -wrote in his Memoires Secrets in
February 1770: "There is displayed everywhere a
caricature representing the king playing billiards